
S O U T H W E L L  N E W S L E T T E R
Week 2, Term 2 -  9th May 2025

From the Headmaster

K e r y n  B i n d o n ,  H e a d m a s t e r

Dear Parents, Caregivers and members of our community,

Term 2 has started really well. Thank you to the staff, students, parents and wider community
for your support and welcome as Headmaster.

Welcome to the new families and staff members joining us in Term 2.

This week, we celebrated another amazing Book Week, focussed on the magic of reading
throughout our school! Our library team, along with our dedicated student librarians, put in a

tremendous effort to create a lively and engaging week, filled with diverse reading activities for
everyone. Their passion and hard work made each day a success!

Our library is a vibrant hub, the heart of our school, fostering both learning and connection.
Buzzing with activity, it's a space where stories come alive. This week’s celebrations

highlighted the incredible power of reading to expand our students' vocabularies, broaden their
knowledge, cultivate empathy, and ignite their imagination and creativity.

The week finished today with our annual ‘Book Character Day’, a joyful expression of reading,
student spirit, and staff enthusiasm. It was the perfect way to round off another memorable

Book Week!

With the term ahead including: engaging learning experiences, class and cultural trips, fixtures
and school wide moments of celebration, I look forward to seeing us all embrace the

opportunities Term Two offers.

Ngā mihi nui



S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C M E N T S

 Y 7  A S C  M o n i t o r s
O l i v i a  K a y ,  A v a  B o y n t o n ,
J a y d e n  L i a n g ,  A m y  R o s e

H o o p e r

S W I M M I N G  C O L O U R S

C h a r l o t t e  B e l l ,  K e n z i e  G i l l b a n k s ,  C h l o e  S t o k e s ,  C r u d e n  K a n a ,  E d d i e  H e a p ,  J a c o b  L i ,
D a c e y  W o o d y a r d .  R e a w a r d e d :  O i l i v a  C u r r i e ,  V e r a  C r o m e ,  C h a r l i e  A l d e r t o n ,  Z a v i e r  L e i t h

 Y 7  P o t t e r y  M o n i t o r s
D i l n o o r  J a n d a ,  B e l l a  B a i ,  I s l a

A n d e r s o n ,  P i p  O r m r o d ,

 Y 7  F l a g  M o n i t o r s
T o m m y  R o w e ,  Z a r a  B o y d e n

H a n n a h  L i ,  E k a m  B o l a ,  E l l v i n  C h h e a n g ,  F a e z e  A h m e d ,
J a c o b  S h e n ,  F l o r e n c e  R o p e ,  A r y a  B a n g e ,  F e l i x  T a n g ,  B o b
L a n g s f o r d ,  A s h t o n  C a t l e y ,  E t h a n  B a r r e t t ,  S a r a h  M a ,  R o m y
S a v a g e ,  G e o r g e  C a m p b e l l ,  A l e x  R i c h a r d s ,  T h o m  D a v i s o n ,
A s h e r  B o u r k e ,  Q u i n n  M u n r o ,  B l a i r  B a r r e t t ,  E l l a  S c h u s t e r

Y 5 / 6  L o s t  P r o p e r t y  M o n i t o r s Y 7  M u s i c  M o n t i o r s
L u c y  B o u r k e ,  S o f i y a  T a y l o r ,

R i l e y  D o d d s ,
S h i y a  G o n g ,  I n i d a  D a v i s o n ,

E l l i e  S t a c e y - B r y a n t



U P L O A D  

Ice Bucket Challenge

 St Peter’s Cambridge and Mr Speedy challenged Southwell to the USC Ice Bucket Challenge. The
#speakyourmind challenge reminds us to check in with friends, family, schoolmates, colleagues and others in our

community.  The challenge was accepted as our student leaders and Senior Staff took the opportunity to
embrace the icey bucket and backed it up with chilly dip, to highlight the importance of connecting with those

around us and appreciating that internal struggles and mental health can be supported and made lighter - just by
checking in.  

We then nominated Huntley School and Hereworth School to do the same.

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C M E N T S

CHESS BADGES

Level 1 Pawn Badge: Elliot Beer, Veronica Lee, Mila Gregory, Andy Shi, Charlie Liu, Felix Tang, Jayden
Qiao

Level 2 Knight Badge: Edwin Zhou, Kieran Yu, George Wang, Marcus Yuen
Level 3 Bishop Badge: Ryan Jia, Jaden Lee  Level 4 Rook Badge: Alexandra Lee

The Top Field will be closed for Terms 2 and 3.  This area will not be a parking option during this
time.

We ask that during the busy drop off and pick up times, your children are using designated
crossing spaces.  It is critical for their safety and visibility for other drivers.

Please also be mindful of the No Parking signs located within the parking areas.  It is important
these are respected and adhered for the safety of our children.

Thank you for your ongoing support.



U P L O A D  S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

C O M M I S S I O N I N G  O F  H E A D M A S T E R   
Monday, 28th  May 2025, will be woven into the tapestry of Southwell’s history as we formally commissioned our

9th Headmaster, Mrs Keryn Bindon, marking the beginning of a new chapter in the life of our school.

It was a significant occasion, not just a ceremonial milestone, but a celebration of legacy, leadership and our future.
Her vision for Southwell balances tradition with innovation, ensuring that while we honour our past, we are fully

prepared to embrace the future.

Congratulations to Keryn and her family as they celebrate this special occasion, we look forward to her commitment
to educational excellence and a vision for the future that is firmly rooted in the values that have long defined

Southwell - integrity, curiosity, resilience and community.



S O U T H W E L L  N E W S  -  A S S E M B L Y

THE BELOW IMAGES WERE DISPLAYED ON THE LARGE SCREEN AT ASSEMBLY

STUDENTS TELL US WHY IT’S IMPORTANT TO ASK QUESTIONS



S O U T H W E L L  N E W S - A S S E M B L Y

THE BELOW IMAGES WERE DISPLAYED ON THE LARGE SCREEN AT ASSEMBLY

WHO IS AN INQUIRER?

Holy Baptism: 15 June 2025
Baptism is about entry into the community of Christian believers, and about

being marked by God in a special way.  It assumes a commitment to grow into
the faith on the part of those being baptised and their supporters. Baptism is

about new beginnings and new life as a follower of Jesus, and it marks the start
of a journey of faith that is life-long. If this is something your family has

considered, and you would like to register your child to be baptised on 15 June,
please click HERE and fill in the details (by Friday, 23 May) to receive further

information. 

F i r s t  w e d d i n g  i n  A l l  H a l l o w s  C h a p e l
I n  1 9 3 2 ,  H e a d m a s t e r  H G  S e r g e l  w r o t e :  “ O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c h a r m i n g

i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  y e a r  w a s  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  i n  o u r
C h a p e l .  G e r a l d  T a y l o r ,  a n  O l d  b o y ,  a s k e d  m e  w h e t h e r  I  w o u l d  l e n d  t h e
C h a p e l  t o  h i m  a s  h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  m a r r i e d .  N a t u r a l l y ,  I  w a s  o n l y  t o o

p l e a s e d  t o  l e t  h i m  h a v e  i t ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  a  d e l i g h t f u l  w e d d i n g
t o o k  p l a c e . ”

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLGWN5oQUTlW_r-SlQqKpivwIBoUL0ZCfSMPnt_fN4oaR_UA/viewform?usp=header


S O U T H W E L L  N E W S  -  A S S E M B L Y

THE BELOW IMAGES WERE DISPLAYED ON THE LARGE SCREEN AT ASSEMBLY

STUDENTS TELL US HOW THEY BECOME KNOWLEDGEABLE?



2 5  Y e a r s  o f  G i r l s  a t  S o u t h w e l l

S o u t h w e l l  P r e p a r a t o r y  S c h o o l  f o r  B o y s  b e c a m e  c o - e d  i n  2 0 0 0 .  E n r o l m e n t s
w e r e  s t r o n g  a n d  1 1 6  d a y  g i r l s  a n d  8  g i r l  b o a r d e r s  j o i n e d  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  t h a t
y e a r .  T h e  R o l l  i n  T e r m  1 ,  2 0 0 0  w a s  4 8 3 .  T w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  S o u t h w e l l

i s  c o m m e n c i n g  t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  6 4 2  s t u d e n t s .  

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A S S E M B L Y

THE BELOW IMAGES WERE DISPLAYED ON THE LARGE SCREEN AT ASSEMBLY

WHO IS KNOWLEDGEABLE?



I n  o r d e r  f o r  p u p i l s  t o  g a i n  m a x i m u m  l e a r n i n g  t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e  w e l l .  O f t e n  a  p u p i l  w h o
s e e m e d  w e l l  a t  h o m e  c a n  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h e  f o c u s  r e q u i r e d  w h i l s t  a t
s c h o o l .  

P a r e n t s  n e e d  t o  h a v e :
A n  a l t e r n a t i v e  p e r s o n  a v a i l a b l e  s h o u l d  t h e i r  c h i l d  b e  u n w e l l  a n d  a  p a r e n t  i s  u n a b l e  t o
c a r e  f o r  t h e m .  
Y o u r  a l t e r n a t i v e  p e r s o n ’ s  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  s h o u l d  b e  u p  t o  d a t e  a n d  g i v e n  t o  t h e
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s t a f f .

I n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  p u p i l s  a n d  s t a f f  a t  S o u t h w e l l  S c h o o l ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a  h a s
b e e n  d e v e l o p e d :

T h e s e  g u i d e l i n e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  p u p i l  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  w e l l  b e f o r e
r e t u r n i n g  t o  s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  u n w e l l  a g a i n .  T h e  g u i d e l i n e s
a r e  a l s o  i n  p l a c e  t o  p r o t e c t  o t h e r  p u p i l s  a n d  t h e  s t a f f  a t  S o u t h w e l l  S c h o o l .  

M e d i c a t i o n  P o l i c y :  I f  y o u r  c h i l d  r e q u i r e s  m e d i c a t i o n  t o  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e
s c h o o l  d a y ,  p l e a s e  c a n  y o u  b r i n g  i t  t o  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  c o n t a i n e r  i t  h a s  b e e n  d i s p e n s e d  i n
b y  t h e  p h a r m a c y — i t  i s  h e l p f u l  i f  t h e  p h a r m a c y  c a n  d i s p e n s e  i n t o  t w o  l o t s  ( o n e  f o r
s c h o o l  a n d  o n e  f o r  h o m e )  a n d  d r o p  i t  i n t o  t h e  c l i n i c .  O n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  t h e  m e d i c a t i o n  i s
t o  b e  g i v e n  a t  s c h o o l  y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  ‘ M e d i c a t i o n  R e q u e s t ’  f o r m  — a v a i l a b l e
f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c l i n i c .

N u t  A l l e r g y :  W e  h a v e  s e v e r a l  p u p i l s  w h o  a r e  A N A P H Y L A C T I C  i f  t h e y  h a v e  n u t s .  S o m e  o f
t h e s e  p u p i l s  a r e  a n a p h y l a c t i c  e v e n  i f  t h e y  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  n u t s  ( p e a n u t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ) .
W e  w o u l d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a v o i d  s e n d i n g  f o o d  t o  s c h o o l  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  n u t s  e . g .  m i x e d
n u t s ,  m u e s l i  b a r s ,  p e a n u t  b u t t e r  s a n d w i c h e s ,  n u t e l l a  s a n d w i c h e s  e t c .  T h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e
a  m i n o r  r e a c t i o n ,  b u t  a  s e r i o u s  r e a c t i o n  t h e y  c a n  d i e  f r o m .  T h e s e  p u p i l s  h a v e  E p i P e n s
( p r e p a c k a g e d  a d r e n a l i n e )  a t  s c h o o l  w i t h  t h e m ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r
a l l e r g y .

S u m m e r  H a t s :  P l e a s e  c a n  t h e s e  b e  b o u g h t  t o  s c h o o l  e v e r y  d a y  f o r  T e r m  1  a n d  T e r m  4 .

S I C K  P U P I L  G U I D E L I N E S
P L E A S E  K E E P  T H I S  N O T I C E  F O R  F U T U R E  R E F E R E N C E



The annual Southwell School Disco is happening on Friday, 23 May, in the Great Hall. 

Years 0 to 4 from 2.40 pm - 3.20 pm 
Years 5 and 6 from 4 pm - 5 pm

Years 7 and 8 from 6 pm - 7.15 pm

 If you do NOT wish for your child to attend the disco, please complete the 
OPT OUT form before Wednesday, 21 May. 

Cost of tickets is $17.50 and will be charged to your school account.
Physical tickets are not required as a full roll will be taken upon entry into the Great Hall. 

fairytale DISCO Prizes for
the best
dressed
fairytale

characters

Years 0-4:
2.40-3.30pm
Years 5-6:

4-5pm
Years 7-8

6-7pm

You are invited
to Far Far Away

for the 2025

Friday 23rd May

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S  

Cybersafety 
In today's digital world, young people are more connected than ever, using technology for education, social

interaction, and entertainment. While the internet offers incredible opportunities, it also presents significant risks,
including cyberbullying, online predators, exposure to inappropriate content, and excessive screen time.

Cybersafety is about equipping children and adolescents with the skills and knowledge to navigate the digital
landscape responsibly. This includes fostering open communication between parents and children, implementing
appropriate parental controls, educating young people about privacy and online etiquette, and encouraging a
balanced approach to technology use. By promoting digital wellbeing and responsible online behaviour, we can

help young people harness the benefits of technology while staying safe in an increasingly connected world.

Learn more here: https://southwell.nz.schooltv.me/newsletter/cybersafety-nz

https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://forms.gle/ATt1kAs85xvSzAvo7
https://southwell.nz.schooltv.me/newsletter/cybersafety-nz


U P L O A D  

B o n u s  A u t h o r  V i s i t  f o r  Y e a r  7  &  8 ' s   M o n d a y ,  1 2 t h  M a y .  

A c c l a i m e d  c h i l d r e n ’ s  a u t h o r  B r i a n  F a l k n e r  i s  v i s i t i n g  u s  a s
p a r t  o f  h i s  B a l l a m a n a n a  W o r l d  T o u r  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d .  H i s
b o o k s  h a v e  c a p t i v a t e d  y o u n g  r e a d e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e ,
B r i a n  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  t o  u n l o c k  t h e
s e c r e t s  o f  c o m p e l l i n g  s t o r y t e l l i n g — d r a w i n g  o n  d e c a d e s  o f
e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  a u t h o r  a n d
w r i t i n g  c o a c h ,  “ I  l o v e  s h o w i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t h a t  w r i t i n g
i s n ’ t  a  m y s t e r i o u s  g i f t — i t ’ s  a  s k i l l  y o u  c a n  l e a r n , ”  s a y s
B r i a n .  

T h e  v i s i t  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  l a u n c h  o f  h i s  l a t e s t  m i d d l e - g r a d e  n o v e l ,  T h e  H u n t  f o r  t h e
B a l l a m a n a n a ,  a  w i l d  a n d  h i l a r i o u s  a d v e n t u r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  m u t a n t  p l a n t s ,  b i z a r r e  a n i m a l
h y b r i d s ,  a n d  t w o  v e r y  b r a v e  k i d s  w h o  m u s t  s a v e  t h e i r  p a r e n t s — a n d  t h e  w o r l d — f r o m  a
m a d  s c i e n t i s t  o n  a  h i d d e n  i s l a n d .  T h e  b o o k  f e a t u r e s  s o m e  o f  B r i a n ’ s  m o s t  i m a g i n a t i v e
c r e a t i o n s  t o  d a t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  k a n g a r o o s t e r  a n d  t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  R a c t i c u s — a
d o g - s i z e d  c a c t u s - r a t  h y b r i d  t h a t ’ s  a l r e a d y  b e c o m e  a  f a n  f a v o u r i t e  a m o n g  r e a d e r s .

T h e  H u n t  f o r  t h e  B a l l a m a n a n a  i s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  R e d  B u t t o n  P r e s s  a n d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n
b o o k s t o r e s  n o w .  I f  y o u r  c h i l d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  o r d e r  t h e i r  o w n  c o p y  o f  A N Y  o f  B r i a n ' s  b o o k s ,
c l i c k  H E R E  f o r  d e t a i l s  o n  h o w  t o  o r d e r .  W e b s i t e :  w w w . b r i a n f a l k n e r . c o m

Author Visit - Brain Falkner

SOUTHWELL GALA D INNER
grapes ,  gar lands & great  company

O u r  b i g g e s t  s c h o o l  f u n d r a i s e r  i s  o n  t h e
h o r i z o n .  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w  r e g a r d i n g
t i c k e t s  s a l e s .   K e e p  u p d a t e d  v i a  o u r  s c h o o l  F B

p a g e  a n d  u p c o m i n g  n e w s l e t t e r s .  

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

TUITION FEES
A friendly reminder that Term 2

tuition fees are due by May 12th,
this apply’s to those families who

are not on a direct debt arrangement
or have paid fees in advance.  

Thank you.

https://doc-0g-cc-apps-viewer.googleusercontent.com/viewer/secure/pdf/vk8d9e9rj57bg675r1lu7qqnve7q9chv/kn8v22u6odehnt2qqp9hjp1d40orth8d/1743969525000/gmail/16767518717557734225/ACFrOgBQFfPYmNSGqMQZnoQAfo7R1mBswVCzKMNX20HBeai8npXeEaZi6rEw_7yWyn7BXkz0W1qzJ7oFWF7R_OBCG5BS03NBKAc11nJVYQ5bxSh4uyFm14uF6DAKUNSSR2_G8aML1nZebHfgqgV1?print=true
http://www.brianfalkner.com/


U P L O A D  S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

Book Week &  Book Character Day
Book Week at Southwell is always a highlight of the school year - a five day celebration of reading,

literature and the love of books. The week has been filled with energy, creativity and a shared passion for
reading, all leading up to the much anticipated Book Character Day on Friday.

Students enjoyed a wide range of literature rich activities, including visits from inspiring authors, a lively
Book Quiz, Book Week Olympics and Book walk.  Each event brought stories to life and deepened our

students’ connection to the world of books.

It was a wonderful week that truly celebrated our love of reading and reminded us all of the magic found in
the pages of good book.

Special thanks goes to Mrs Walch, Mrs Huggins and their team, for their hard work and commitment
making Book Week so fun and memorable for us all. 



U P L O A D  S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

Book Week &  Book Character Day



U P L O A D  S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

Book Week &  Book Character Day



U P L O A D  S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

Book Week &  Book Character Day



S O U T H W E L L  S N A P S H O T S


