
S O U T H W E L L  N E W S L E T T E R
Week 8, Term 3 -  5  September, 2025th

From the Headmaster

K e r y n  B i n d o n ,  H e a d m a s t e r

D e a r  Pa r e n t s ,  C a r e g ive r s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y,

T h i s  eve n i n g  m a r k s  t h e  o p e n i n g  n i g h t  o f  o u r  s p e c t a c u l a r  S c h o o l  O p e ra ,  S h re k  t h e  M u s i c a l !
T h i s  h i g h l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  eve n t  i s  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  m a ny  m o n t h s  o f  p r e p a ra t i o n ,  h a r d  wo r k ,

a n d  r e m a r k a b l e  t e a m wo r k .  A  h u ge  t h a n k  yo u  g o e s  o u t  t o  o u r  d e d i c a t e d  c a s t ,  c r e w,  t h e
s u p p o r t i n g  s t a f f,  a n d  t h e  wo n d e r f u l  p a r e n t s  w h o  h ave  c o l l a b o ra t e d  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  s h o w  t o  l i f e .
Fo r  a l l  o f  yo u  a t t e n d i n g ,  we  a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h e  s h o w  w i l l  b e  a  h u ge  h i t .  T h e  t a l e n t  o n  d i s p l ay

i s  t r u l y  exc e p t i o n a l ,  a n d  we  k n o w  yo u  w i l l  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  e n t e r t a i n e d .
To  o u r  i n c r e d i b l e  c a s t  a n d  c r e w :  b r e a k  a  l e g !  We  a r e  a l l  s o  p r o u d  o f  yo u  a n d  t h e  e f fo r t  yo u

h ave  p u t  i n .  E n j oy  eve r y  m o m e n t  o n  t h a t  s t a ge.

I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B a c c a l a u r e a t e ( I B ) ,  P r i m a r y  Y e a r s  P r o g r a m m e  ( P Y P )
T h i s  ye a r  m a r k s  o u r  i n a u g u ra l  ye a r  a s  a n  I B  P Y P  c a n d i d a c y  s c h o o l ,  a n d  we  a r e  t h r i l l e d  w i t h

t h e  p r o g r e s s  s o  f a r.  T h e  P Y P  i s  n o t  a  n e w  c u r r i c u l u m ,  bu t  ra t h e r  a n  e n h a n c e m e n t  t o  t h e  N e w
Z e a l a n d  C u r r i c u l u m  t h a t  w i l l  e n r i c h  o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  l e a r n i n g  ex p e r i e n c e.

T h r o u g h o u t  2 0 2 5 ,  o u r  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  h ave  b e e n  wo r k i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s ,  d eve l o p i n g  t h e i r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  I B  f ra m e wo r k .  Yo u  m ay  a l r e a dy  s e e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  a p p r o a c h

wove n  i n t o  l e a r n i n g  i n  s o m e  o f  o u r  c l a s s r o o m s.

T h e  P Y P  p l a c e s  a  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  o n  fo s t e r i n g  a  d e e p  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t we e n  o u r  s p e c i a l i s t
a n d  h o m e r o o m  t e a c h e r s .  T h e  p r o g ra m m e  a l s o  p r i o r i t i s e s  a  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o

m a ke  a  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n t r i bu t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  s k i l l s  t o  t a ke  g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  o w n
l e a r n i n g .  T h e s e  s k i l l s  w i l l  p r e p a r e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  fo r  a  c h a n g i n g  wo r l d .

W h i l e  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t o  l e a r n i n g  w i l l  s e e  s u b t l e  a d j u s t m e n t s  fo r  o u r  m o r e  j u n i o r  ye a r  g r o u p s ,
we  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  exc i t e d  a b o u t  h o w  o u r  s e n i o r  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  g r o w  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  l e a r n e r s .  

We  e n c o u ra ge  yo u  t o  ke e p  a n  eye  o u t  f o r  m o r e  i n fo r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  p a ge s  o f  t h i s
n e w s l e t t e r  a n d  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  m o n t h s.  



H e n r y  O p i e :  
f o r  b e i n g  h e l p f u l  i n  m a n y  w a y s

Ye a r  3  -  Va l u e s  C e r t i f i c a t e s

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

B o a rd e r  o f  t h e  We e k

A m e l i a  L i ,  H a n n a h  G r a y l i n g ,  
T h e o  C h e n

Wa i M a t h s  C h a m p i o n s

G a b r i e l  Q i u , R i l ey  Wu ,  A c h i t a  S e a ,  S a ra  M c L e o d ,  A r ya  M c C o r m a c k ,  H e n r y  N o r t o n ,
H e n r y  C o p e m a n ,  Pa i ge  H e,  B r o o k l y n  F l e m i n g ,  S o p h i e  H i l l ,  Jo s h u a  Fa r r o w,

Tu m a n a ko  H o u p a p a ,  M i a  D y ke

O l iv i a  B a r n e s ,  L o c k i e  S m i t h ,  Z a h a ra  U k ra ,  C h l o e  Ya n g ,  G ra c e  A l i p a t e ,  O l i ve r
A n d e r s o n ,  F i n n  B o r m a n ,  A r l o  C a t l ey,  L e a h  C h e n ,  D a m i e n  S wa n e p o e l



S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Y E A R  7  &  8  P E N N A N T S
Awa r d e d  t o  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h ave  d i s p l aye d  s u s t a i n e d  e f fo r t  a n d  d i l i ge n c e  d u r i n g

h o m e r o o m  t i m e.

7 T R  - B l a ke  M c I n t y r e  &  G u u s  H o l l o way
7 G M L - S a n i ya  A h m e d  &  O t i s  F i n l ay s o n
7 J M C  - H a n n a h  G ray l i n g  &  Ta j  d e  G r o e n
7 B H  -  R y l e e  V i n i n g  &  Ya m a a n
M o h a m m e d
7 D H  -  Av a  B oy n t o n  &  Ja c k  B a l d o c k
7 R v H  -  Va n e s s a  G r e e n  &  Ra h i l  S i n g h

8 K M A  -  B e l l a  J i a o  &  S i d d h a r t h  N a i r
8 C H  -  E m e r s o n  K ay  &  Jo s h u a  N i c h o l s o n
8 D R  - Ru by  Jo h n s t o n  &  G u s  H a m m o n d s
8 P H  -  A n a b e l l e  M a r t i n  &  H a r r i s  L i
8 R S  -  S h ay l e e  B e u zev a l  &  Joy  Wa n g
8 M P  -  L i l l ya n a  A n d r e w s - Wr i g h t  &
M i t c h e l l  M e r r i t t

E d w i n  Z h o u ,  K i e ra n  Yu ,  A n dy
S h i , C h a r l i e  L i u ,  M o s e s  L i m ,

Ve r o n i c a  L e e,  L e o  X u

Ju n i o r  Re g i o n a l  C h e s s
C o m p e t i t i o n

Re g i o n a l  I n t e rs ch o o l  C h e s s
C h a m p i o n s h i p

A l ex a n d ra  L e e,  Ja d e n  L e e,
Z ay n e  S e b a s t i a n ,  S i d d h a r t h

N a i r,  Kev i n  Z h a n g ,  T h e o  C h e n



C RO S S  C O U N T RY  2 0 2 5
P E TC H  T RO P H Y

YO R K  H O U S E

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Y E A R  1  G I R L S  W I L S O N  C U P

1 s t  -  O l i v i a  A l i p a t e
2 n d  -  Z a h r a  J e n n i n g s
3 r d  -  D e l t a  V i n i n g

Y E A R  1  B OYS  I O N  C U P

1 s t  -  Z a c  S t e v e n s o n
2 n d  -  F r a n c o  P o l z l e i t n e r
3 r d  -  K y l e m  J o n e s

C RO S S  C O U N T RY  2 0 2 5

N I WA  S C I E N C E  FA I R
P R I Z E  W I N N E R S

S o p h i a  M a  
S i d d a r t h  N a i r  &  Kev i n  Z h a n g  

A m y  Ro s e  H o o p e r  

S o u t h we l l  D i a m o n d s
   Ye a r  8 A 2  G ra d e  C h a m p i o n s

S t ev i e - L e e  L o we n ,  S h ay l e e  B e u zev a l ,  M a i a
F i l i p o,  T i l l y  L a n g s fo r d ,  M i s c h a  S h e n ,
A n a b e l l e  M a r t i n ,  M i a h  D o n a l d ,  G ra c i e

D r u m m o n d ,  L i b by  G e r m a n n

G Y M N A S T I C S

E l l a  S ch u s t e r



S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

A I M S  G A M E S  
S W I M M I N G

M E DA L  H AU L

C h a r l i e  A l d e r t o n

W F P S A  R E G I O N A L  S P E E C H  C O M P E T I T I O N

O u r  s c h o o l ' s  s e n i o r  o ra t o r s  t r u l y  k n o c ke d  i t  o u t  o f  t h e  p a r k  a t  t h e  Wa i k a t o  F u l l  P r i m a r y
S c h o o l s  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e g i o n a l  s p e e c h  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T h e  eve n i n g  wa s  a  s h o wc a s e  o f

a r t i c u l a t e ,  we l l - s t r u c t u r e d  s p e e c h e s  d e l i ve r e d  by  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  m e m b e r  s c h o o l s .  T h e
a t m o s p h e r e  wa s  f i l l e d  w i t h  p o s i t i ve  e n e r g y  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  a l l  t h e  c o m p e t i t o r s .

A  h u ge  c o n g ra t u l a t i o n s  t o  o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i ve s ,  w h o s e  h a r d  wo r k  p a i d  o f f :
A b i r  M a h a j a n  -  1 s t  P l a c e,  Ye a r  8  B oy s  fo r  h i s  s p e e c h ,  " T h e  Po we r  o f  D r e a m i n g "
M a i a  Ro b i n s o n  -  2 n d  P l a c e,  Ye a r  8  G i r l s  f o r  h e r  s p e e c h ,  " W hy  i s  o u r  G e n e ra t i o n

D o o m e d ( o r  i s  i t ) ? "
E d d i e  H e a p  -  1 s t  P l a c e,  Ye a r  7  B oy s  fo r  h i s  s p e e c h ,  " W h e n  L i fe  G ive s  yo u  L e m o n s "

S i e n n a  C u l p e p p e r  -  3 r d  P l a c e,  Ye a r  7  G i r l s  f o r  h e r  s p e e c h ,  " W hy  Ly i n g  i s  N o t  A l way s
Wr o n g "

We  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  t h e i r  i n c r e d i b l e  a c h i eve m e n t s !  F i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  p l a c e  ge t t e r s
p r o c e e d  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  G ra n d  F i n a l .

Y E A R  3  A N D  4  O R A T O R Y  
C U P  W I N N E R S

Ye a r  3 Ye a r  4

1 s t  O l iv i a  W i l l i a m s,  2  M i l l a
X u ,  V iva  K h o n ch a n d a n i

n d 1 s t  A d e l a i d e  O e h l ey,  2  R i o
L e i t h ,  3  R y l a h  Jo n e s

n d

r d



S O U T H W E L L  N E W S  -  A S S E M B L Y

THE BELOW IMAGES WERE DISPLAYED ON THE LARGE SCREEN AT ASSEMBLY

WHO  DISPLAYS TOLERANCE?

WHO IS RELIABLE?



U P L O A D  S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

W h a t  t o  d o  i f  yo u r  t a m a r i k i  s e e  s o m e t h i n g
u p s e t t i n g  o n l i n e  

S o m e t i m e s  t a m a r i k i  w i l l  s e e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,
o f fe n s ive  o r  i l l e ga l  c o n t e n t  o n l i n e  eve n  i f  t h ey

h ave n’ t  s o u g h t  i t  o u t .  I t  c a n  p o p - u p  d u r i n g  a
ga m e,  s o m e o n e  c o u l d  s h a r e  a  l i n k ,  a  s e a r c h  c a n

s h o w  ex p l i c i t  i m a ge s  o r  a  m i s s p e l t  wo r d  c o u l d
r e t u r n  u n ex p e c t e d  c o n t e n t .  I t  c a n  b e  h a r d  t o

k n o w  w h a t  t o  d o  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  s o  N e t s a fe  h a s
d eve l o p e d  s o m e  a dv i c e  fo r  p a r e n t s  a n d  yo u n g

p e o p l e.

C O N N E C T E D  &  P R O T E C T E D :  C H I L D R E N  I N  T H E  D I G I TA L  W O R L D

F I R S T  D E V I C E S  F O R  C H I L D R E N

N e t s a f e  t i p s  f o r  s a f e r  o n l i n e  a c c o u n t s

S e c u r e  yo u r  a c c o u n t s  a ga i n s t  p r i v a c y  b r e a c h e s  w i t h  t h i s  s i x - s t e p  a dv i c e  f r o m  N e t s a fe.
F i n d  t i p s  a n d  s i m p l e  s t e p s  t o  h e l p  p r o t e c t  yo u r  p e r s o n a l  i n fo r m a t i o n  f r o m  u n a u t h o r i s e d

a c c e s s.  N e e d  a dv i c e  a b o u t  s a fe r  i n t e r n e t  u s e ?  C o n t a c t  t h e  N e t s a fe  h e l p l i n e  fo r  f r e e
c o n f i d e n t i a l  a dv i c e :  0 5 0 8 6 3 8 7 2 3

1 9 8 9  -  L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  Fo r m  2  b oy s
I n  1 9 8 9  a  c o m b i n e d  d i s c o  fo r  t h e  Fo r m  2  b oy s  ( Ye a r  8 ’ s )  a n d  D i o  g i r l s  wa s  h e l d .

O bv i o u s l y  t h e  b oy s  e n j oye d  t h e m s e l ve s  a n d  p e n n e d  t h i s  l e t t e r :
“ O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Fo r m  2  b oy s  o f  S o u t h we l l  S c h o o l  we  wo u l d  l i ke  t o  r e q u e s t  a n o t h e r
D i s c o  b e t we e n  S o u t h we l l  a n d  D i o  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e.  We  wo u l d  a l s o  l i ke  t o  t a ke  t h e

c h a n c e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  S t a f f  t h a t  m a d e  t h i s  a l l  p o s s i b l e.  We  a l l  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j oye d  i t .  I n
t h e  n ex t  D i s c o  i f  p o s s i b l e  c o u l d  we  p l e a s e  h ave  m o r e  g i r l s  p r e s e n t ? ”

https://netsafe.org.nz/children-and-young-people/what-to-do-if-you-see-something-upsetting
https://netsafe.org.nz/children-and-young-people/what-to-do-if-you-see-something-upsetting
https://netsafe.org.nz/online-safety-at-home/keeping-accounts-safe-with-online-security#six-steps-to-secure-your-accounts
https://netsafe.org.nz/our-work/helpline-services


U P L O A D  

FA I R F I E L D  C LU S T E R  I N T E R S C H O O L  C RO S S  C O U N T RY  C H A M P S

T h e  b l u e  a n d  w h i t e  s t r i p e s  o f  t h e  S o u t h we l l  s h i r t  wa s  s p o t t e d  eve r y w h e r e  a t  t h e  r e c e n t
Fa i r f i e l d  C l u s t e r  I n t e r s c h o o l  C r o s s  C o u n t r y  ( Ye a r s  4 - 6 )  C h a m p s.  C o n g ra t u l a t i o n s  t o

eve r yo n e  w h o  p r o u d l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  o u r  s c h o o l ,  a n d  a  s p e c i a l  m e n t i o n  t o  o u r  c o m p e t i t o r s
w h o  we r e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  t o p  3 .

Ye a r  4  G i r l s ,  1  Fa r y n  B o u r ke  s t

Ye a r  5  G i r l s ,  2  W i l l a  C r o m e,  3  L o t t i e  B o u r ke,  n d r d

Ye a r  5  B o y s,  1  D a n i e l  B e l l  s t

Ye a r  6  G i r l s ,  2  E m i l y  A q u i l i n a  n d

Ye a r  6  B o y s,  1  D e a g o n  E ve r t o ns t

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

2 0 2 5  I t i n e r a n t  C o n c e r t s

I s  y o u r  c h i l d  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
I t i n e r a n t  M u s i c  a n d /  o r

S p e e c h  &  D r a m a
p r o g r a m m e ?

P l e a s e  c l i c k  HERE  fo r
i m p o r t a n t  i n fo r m a t i o n

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Te r m  4  M u s i c /
S p e e c h  &  D r a m a  I t i n e r a n t

C o n c e r t s    

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F_8JWRFo3ddwF89vI8XodLkrIv9y_zEsLPRuhI82hTQ/edit?usp=sharing


U P L O A D  S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

T h e  n u m b e r s  a r e  i n ,  a n d  t h ey  t e l l  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  s t o r y.  A  t e a m  o f
t h r e e  Ye a r  7  s t u d e n t s - T h e o  C h e n ,  A m e l i a  L i ,  a n d  H a n n a h  G ray l i n g
-  d i d n ' t  j u s t  c o m p e t e  i n  t h e  Wa i k a t o  M a t h e m a t i c s  A s s o c .  Wa i M a t h s

C h a l l e n ge ;  t h ey  d o m i n a t e d  i t .

A ga i n s t  2 0  s c h o o l s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  Wa i k a t o,  o u r  t e a m  t o o k  o n  2 0
c o m p l ex  p r o b l e m s  i n  4 5  m i n u t e s.  W i t h  a  m a x i m u m  s c o r e  o f  6 0  p o i n t s
o n  t h e  l i n e,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  p u t  o n  a  m a s t e r c l a s s ,  e a r n i n g  a n  i m p r e s s ive

5 5  p o i n t s .  

Fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  o u r  s c h o o l ' s  h i s t o r y,  we  a r e  b r i n g i n g  h o m e  t h e
p r e s t i g i o u s  Wa i M a t h s  S h i e l d .  T h i s  v i c t o r y  i s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e i r
r e l e n t l e s s  d e d i c a t i o n ,  f u e l e d  by  c o u n t l e s s  l u n c h t i m e s  a n d  ex t ra

h o m e wo r k  s e s s i o n s.  T h ey  d i d n ' t  j u s t  s o l ve  p r o b l e m s ;  t h ey  m a s t e r e d
t h e  a r t  o f  t e a m wo r k .  A m e l i a ' s  l i g h t n i n g - f a s t  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  wa s

s u p p o r t e d  by  T h e o ' s  m e t i c u l o u s  c r o s s - c h e c k i n g ,  w h i l e  H a n n a h  ke p t
t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n s  o n  t ra c k .

T h i s  i s  a  v i c t o r y  bu i l t  o n  c o l l e c t i ve  ge n i u s  a n d  a  f i e r c e  c o m p e t i t i ve
s p i r i t .  We  c o u l d n ' t  b e  p r o u d e r  o f  t h e i r  a c h i eve m e n t  a n d  t h e  way  t h ey

r e p r e s e n t e d  o u r  s c h o o l .

WA I M AT H S  C H A L L E N G E :  
A  D O M I N A N T P E R F O R M A N C E

W h a t  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  n i g h t !  O u r  b a n d s  A m p ' d  O u t  a n d  L E D e e z  a b s o l u t e l y  r o c ke d  t h e  s t a ge
a t  t h e  r e c e n t  Ro c k  S h o p  B a n d Q u e s t .  T h e  e n e r g y  wa s  e l e c t r i c ,  a n d  we  c o u l d n ' t  b e  p r o u d e r
o f  t h e i r  p e r fo r m a n c e s. A  h u ge  c o n g ra t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l  t h e  b a n d  m e m b e r s ,  t h e i r  t u t o r s ,  a n d

t e a c h e r s  fo r  t h e i r  h a r d  wo r k  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n .  T h e i r  e f fo r t s  t r u l y  p a i d  o f f !

S p e c i a l  s h o u t - o u t s  g o  t o :

L E D e ez ,  w h o  t o o k  h o m e  t h e  c ove t e d  Ro ck s t y l e  Awa rd
A m p ' d  O u t ,  f o r  t h e i r  a m a z i n g  p e r fo r m a n c e  t h a t  e a r n e d  t h e m  2 n d  p l a c e  ove ra l l

T h e o  C h e n ,  f o r  b e i n g  c r o w n e d  t h e  K i l l e r  G u i t a r i s t

I t  wa s  a  n i g h t  t o  r e m e m b e r,  a n d  we ' r e  s o  exc i t e d  t o  s e e  w h a t  t h e s e  t a l e n t e d  m u s i c i a n s  d o
n ex t !

A M P ' D  O U T  A N D  L E D E E Z  RO C K  I T  AT  BA N D QU E S T !



International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Primary Years Programme (PYP)

UPDATE 1

This year marks our inaugural year as an official International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme
(PYP) candidacy school. This is not a new curriculum, but an enhancement to the New Zealand Curriculum
framework that we already have in place. PYP enriches our teaching practices and prepares our students

with adaptable, transferable skills for a changing world.

Throughout 2025, our teachers have been developing their understanding of the IB framework, and you may
already see elements of this approach woven into our classrooms. While our junior students will experience

subtle adjustments, our senior students will gain greater autonomy over their learning and a deeper
understanding of their personal strengths. 

Today we share the first of our four-part parent information series on the PYP. 

SOUTHWELL SCHOOL

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  ‘ W H A T ’  A N D  T H E  ‘ W H Y ’  

What exactly is the IB PYP?
At its core, the IB PYP is a framework for organising and

connecting learning. It is a way of teaching that helps students
see how different subjects - like reading, writing, and science -

are all linked to big ideas and real world issues. The PYP
provides a structure that encourages inquiry and deep

thinking, helping students to become active participants in
their own learning. It is a powerful lens through which we will

deliver our existing curriculum, making learning more
meaningful and engaging for every child.

Why the IB PYP?
Our current approach to the delivery of the New Zealand

Curriculum is very strong, and similar in nature to the IB PYP. 
However, we believe it's our responsibility to seek ways to
improve and innovate. The IB PYP will help our students to
connect each of the curriculum learning areas and become
more adaptable, curious, and critical thinkers - skills that are

essential for success in high school and beyond. For our
teachers, this is a wonderful opportunity for professional
growth. They will have access to high-quality professional
development and rigorous critique of their professional

practice.  Our teachers will be able to collaborate with other IB
schools both here in New Zealand and around the world,

ensuring we are always providing the best possible education.



What’s coming up?
Over the next few newsletters, we will be sharing

more detailed information:

Newsletter Update 2 (Term 3, Week 9): What
the PYP will look like in the classroom and how it

will enhance, not replace, core subjects like
reading, writing, and maths.

Newsletter Update 3 (Term 4, Week 2): How
the PYP will be tailored to different age groups

across our school, from our youngest learners to
our Year 7 & 8 students.

Newsletter Update 4 (Term 4, Week 4): 
A final overview of the programme, including how it
prepares students for secondary school and how it

fits into the broader IB continuum.

These sessions will provide a deeper dive into what the PYP means for your child and will include
examples of what learning will look like in practice. Please note, we will also hold ongoing

information sessions in 2026 for new families and provide regular updates as the programme
develops over the next few years. 

Further information on how to register your interest to attend these workshops will be shared in
upcoming newsletters. 

We look forward to partnering with you on this exciting journey.

International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Primary Years Programme (PYP)

Upcoming Parent Information Workshops
As we prepare for our 2026 academic year, we will be

hosting a series of  IB PYP parent information
workshops in Term 4. We encourage you to attend the

session most relevant to your child's age group:

Years 5 & 6 Workshop: 
Week 3, Tuesday, Oct 21st, 8.30 am - 9.10 am

Years 7 & 8 Workshop: 
Week 4, Wednesday, October 29th, 8.30 am - 9.10 am

Years 0-4 Workshop: 
Week 5, Tuesday, November 4th, 8.30 am - 9.10 am



U P L O A D  

S O P H I A  M A  
Y 7 / 8 ,  1 s t  -  S c i e n t i f i c

D ra w i n g
Y 7 - 1 3 , 1 s t  -  Wa l l  D i s p l ay

S I D DA RT H  N A I R  &  K E V I N
Z H A N G  

 Y 7 - 1 3 ,  2 n d  -  S c i e n t i f i c  V i d e o
C l i c k  H E R E  t o  v i e w  t h e  f u l l

v i d e o

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -

O u r  s t u d e n t s  h ave  o n c e  a ga i n  d e m o n s t ra t e d  t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o we s s  a t  t h e  N I WA
Wa i k a t o  Re g i o n a l  S c i e n c e  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y  Fa i r,  s h o wc a s i n g  t h e i r  i n n ov a t i ve  p r o j e c t s

a n d  t a l e n t .  C a t e g o r i e s  i n c l u d e d  Tra d i t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  Fa i r  B o a r d s  ( w h e r e  a  q u e s t i o n
i s  i nve s t i ga t e d ,  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  a  c o n c l u s i o n  d e r ive d ) ,  Wa l l  C h a r t s ,  S c i e n t i f i c
D ra w i n g ,  P h o t o g ra p hy  a n d  V i d e o.  E l i g i b l e  s t u d e n t s  ra n ge d  f r o m  Ye a r s  7 - 1 3 .  T h e
eve n t  s a w  a  f a n t a s t i c  d i s p l ay  o f  i n q u i r y,  c r e a t i v i t y,  a n d  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  f r o m  a l l

p a r t i c i p a n t s .

We  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  A m y ro s e  H o o p e r,  S o p h i a  M a ,  S i d d h a r t h
N a i r  a n d  Kev i n  Z h a n g  w h o  we r e  s e l e c t e d  a s  f i n a l i s t s  a n d  p r i ze  r e c i p i e n t s  i n  t h e i r

c h o s e n  c a t e g o r i e s ,  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r
wo r k .  

T h e  N I WA  Wa i k a t o  Re g i o n a l  S c i e n c e  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y  Fa i r  i s  a n  eve n t  S o u t h we l l
v a l u e s  b e i n g  p a r t  o f,  p r ov i d i n g  a  p l a t fo r m  fo r  yo u n g  m i n d s  t o  e n ga ge  w i t h  r e a l - wo r l d

p r o b l e m s  a n d  d eve l o p  t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  s k i l l s .  O u r  s t u d e n t s '  s t r o n g
p e r fo r m a n c e  t h i s  ye a r  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  b r i g h t  f u t u r e  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  o u r

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  c o m p e t e  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l eve l .  

C o n g ra t u l a t i o n s  t o  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  we  l o o k  fo r wa r d  t o  s e e i n g  t h e i r  f u t u r e  s c i e n t i f i c
e n d e avo r s .

N I WA  WA I K ATO  R E G I O N A L  S C I E N C E  &  T E C H N O LO G Y  FA I R

A M Y RO S E  H O O P E R
Y 7 ,  H i g h l y

C o m m e n d e d  L iv i n g
Wo r l d ,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKDZdJcwSqA


U P L O A D  

LIBRARY
from the

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

BOOK LAUNCH -  MICHAEL OEHLEY
We ' r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  we l c o m e  b a c k  O l d  B oy  a n d  c u r r e n t  p a r e n t ,

M i c h a e l  O e h l ey,  a s  h e  p r e p a r e s  t o  l a u n c h  h i s  fo u r t h  t h r i l l i n g
s c i e n c e - f a n t a s y  n ove l !  T h i s  n e w  b o o k ,  a i m e d  a t  i n t e r m e d i a t e

r e a d e r s  bu t  p e r fe c t  f o r  a ny  Ye a r  6  w h o  l ove s  a n  e p i c  a dve n t u r e,
i s  s e t  t o  r e l e a s e  l a t e  i n  Te r m  4 .

To  c e l e b ra t e ,  M i c h a e l  w i l l  b e  w i t h  u s  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 s t  f o r  a
s p e c i a l  s c h o o l  v i s i t .  H e ' l l  b e :

S p e a k i n g  w i t h  o u r  Ye a r  7  a n d  8  s t u d e n t s .
L e a d i n g  i n s p i r i n g  w r i t i n g  wo r k s h o p s  w i t h  a  g r o u p  o f  o u r
bu d d i n g  Ye a r  7 - 8  a u t h o r s .
O f f i c i a l l y  l a u n c h i n g  h i s  n e w  n ove l ,  a l o n g  w i t h  r e f r e s h e d
e d i t i o n s  o f  h i s  f i r s t  t h r e e  b o o k s.
H o s t i n g  a  b o o k  s i g n i n g  s o  s t u d e n t s  c a n  ge t  t h e i r  o w n  s i g n e d
c o py  a n d  m e e t  t h e  a u t h o r !

H OW TO O R D E R :
S i m p l y  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p ay m e n t  s l i p  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  e m a i l

M a ke  yo u r  p ay m e n t  o n l i n e  -  * s p e c i a l  p r i c e s  o f fe r e d  t o  S o u t h we l l  s t u d e n t s  o n l y *
 Re t u r n  t h e  s l i p  t o  d r. m i c h a e l . o e h l ey @ g m a i l . c o m  by

 Fr i d ay  2 4  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 5  ( e n d  o f  We e k  3 ,  Te r m  4 )

L i s t e n  U p :  A  N e w  Ap p ro a ch  t o  Re a d i n g
We  wa n t e d  t o  s h a r e  a  f a n t a s t i c  p o d c a s t  e p i s o d e  f r o m  t h e  Yo u r

K i d s  N ex t  Re a d  s e r i e s .  I n  i t ,  l i b ra r i a n  M e ga n  D a l ey  ( a  t r u e
h e r o  fo r  M r s .  Wa l c h ! )  r e a d s  f r o m  h e r  u p d a t e d  b o o k ,  Ra i s i n g

Re a d e r s .  S h e  u s e s  a  wo n d e r f u l  a n a l o g y,  ex p l a i n i n g  t h a t
t e a c h i n g  r e a d i n g  i s  l i ke  b a k i n g  a  c a ke — t h e  " s c i e n c e  o f

r e a d i n g "  i s  t h e  r e c i p e  t h a t  h e l p s  yo u  ge t  i t  r i g h t .  I t ' s  a  g r e a t
l i s t e n  fo r  a nyo n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d  b e c o m e  a

c o n f i d e n t  r e a d e r.  C l i c k  HERE t o  l i s t e n .

mailto:dr.michael.oehley@gmail.com
https://podcasts.apple.com/nz/podcast/your-kids-next-read-with-allison-tait-and-megan-daley/id1565096687?i=1000721976849


U P L O A D  S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

H o w  I t  Wo r k s
B y  s i m p l y  s c a n n i n g  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  eve r y  t i m e  yo u  s h o p  a t  Ro t o t u n a  N e w  Wo r l d ,  yo u

c a n  h e l p  c o n t r i bu t e  t o  o u r  s c h o o l .  I t ’ s  a  s i m p l e,  ye t  p o we r f u l ,  way  t o  m a ke  a
d i f f e r e n c e.  T h e  m o r e  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  s i g n  u p  a n d  s c a n  t h e i r  c a r d s ,  t h e  m o r e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  we  c a n  p r ov i d e  fo r  o u r  l e a r n e r s .

H o w  t o  G e t  I nvo l ve d
G e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  i s  e a s y :

A l l  yo u  n e e d  t o  d o  i s  s h a r e  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  w i t h  ‘ S o u t h we l l  S c h o o l ’  v i a  t h i s   f o r m .

S h o p  a t  N e w  Wo r l d  Ro t o t u n a  a n d  s c a n  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  w i t h  eve r y  p u r c h a s e.
Ro t o t u n a  N ew  Wo r l d  w i l l  d o n a t e  1 %  o f  a l l  s a l e s  f r o m  r e g i s t e r e d  C l u b c a r d s  d i r e c t l y  t o

o u r  s c h o o l .  P l e a s e  s h a r e  t h i s  fo r m  w i t h  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s .

I f  yo u  d o  n o t  h ave  a  C l u b c a r d ,  s i m p l y  r e g i s t e r  h e r e  t o  j o i n .  T h e n  c o m p l e t e  t h i s  fo r m
w h e n  yo u  h ave  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  n u m b e r.

Yo u  c a n  r e s t  a s s u r e d  t h a t  yo u r  p e r s o n a l  C l u b c a r d  r e wa r d s ,  l i ke  A i r p o i n t s ,  wo n ' t  b e
a f fe c t e d .  T h i s  i s  a  s e p a ra t e  p r o g ra m m e  f u n d e d  d i r e c t l y  by  Ro t o t u n a  N e w  Wo r l d .

Q u e s t i o n s  &  A n swe rs
C a n  ex t e n d e d  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  p a r t i c i p a t e ?

Ye s,  we  e n c o u ra ge  a nyo n e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  S o u t h we l l  S c h o o l  -  g ra n d p a r e n t s ,  a u n t s ,
u n c l e s ,  a n d  f a m i l y  f r i e n d s - t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  C l u b c a r d  w i t h  S o u t h we l l  S c h o o l  v i a  t h i s

fo r m  a n d  h e l p  s u p p o r t  o u r  s c h o o l .

W i l l  t h i s  i m p a c t  m y  p e rs o n a l  C l u b c a rd  re wa rd s ?
N o t  a t  a l l .  T h i s  p r o g ra m m e  i s  s e p a ra t e  f r o m  yo u r  p e r s o n a l  r e wa r d s.  T h e  f u n d i n g
c o m e s  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  Ro t o t u n a  N e w  Wo r l d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s a l e s  f r o m  a l l  r e g i s t e r e d

C l u b c a r d s.  Yo u ' l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o l l e c t  yo u r  u s u a l  C l u b c a r d  a n d  A i r p o i n t s  r e wa r d s  a s
n o r m a l .

Re a d y  t o  H e l p ?
Re g i s t e r  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  w i t h  S o u t h we l l  S c h o o l  t o d ay  a n d  h e l p  u s  e n h a n c e  o u r

s t u d e n t s '  l e a r n i n g  ex p e r i e n c e.

CLUBCARD FOR SCHOOLS
SUPPORTING  OUR

COMMUNTIY

THANKS  FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT!

https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://www.clubcard.co.nz/newworld/en/register?xd_co_f=N2ZjOTcxMDYtNDM5NC00YjJmLWIxNTEtNzhkYjkwNTYyY2Vi
https://www.clubcard.co.nz/newworld/en/register?xd_co_f=N2ZjOTcxMDYtNDM5NC00YjJmLWIxNTEtNzhkYjkwNTYyY2Vi
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA


U P L O A D  

UNIFORM
SHOP

S C H O O L  H O L I DAY  H O U R S

M O N DAY  2 9 T H  S E P T  -  F R I DAY
3 R D  O C T

9  A M  -  4  P M  DA I LY

Te r m  4  i s  c h a n ge ove r  t o  s u m m e r
u n i fo r m .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  r e t u r n  t o

s c h o o l  i n  f u l l  s u m m e r  u n i fo r m ;  s h o r t
s l e eve  g rey  s h i r t s ,  g i r l s  c u l o t t e s  &

b o y s  s u m m e r  s h o r t s ,  s a n d a l s ,  s u n h a t ,
t o g s

I f  yo u  a r e  s e n d i n g  yo u r  c h i l d  t o  t h e
U n i fo r m  S h o p  t o  u p d a t e  t h e i r  u n i fo r m ,
p l e a s e  e n s u r e  yo u  p r ov i d e  t h e m  w i t h  a

n o t e,  f i l l  o u t  o u r  e Fo r m ,  o r  e m a i l
u n i fo r m @ s o u t h we l l . s c h o o l . n z  t o  g ive

yo u r  p e r m i s s i o n .

A  r e m i n d e r  f r o m  N u r s e e  -
D u e  t o  a  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o

a r e  a n a p hy l a c t i c  t o  n u t s ,  we
r e q u e s t  t h a t  n o  n u t s  o r  n u t

p r o d u c t s  a r e  s e n t  t o  s c h o o l  w i t h
s t u d e n t s .

 T h a n k  yo u .

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

mailto:uniform@southwell.school.nz


S N A P S H O T S


