
S O U T H W E L L  N E W S L E T T E R
Week 9, Term 3 -  12  September, 2025th

From the Headmaster

K e r y n  B i n d o n ,  H e a d m a s t e r

D e a r  P a r e n t s ,  C a r e g i v e r s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y,

T h e  f i n a l  w e e k  o f  a  r e m a r k a b l e  a n d  a c t i o n - p a c k e d  Te r m  3  h a s  c o m e  t o  a n  e n d !  I t  h a s
b e e n  a  p e r i o d  o f  i m m e n s e  g r o w t h  a n d  l e a r n i n g ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  b u t  a l s o
t h r o u g h  a  w i d e  a r r a y  o f  s p o r t i n g  e v e n t s ,  t r i p s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n c r e d i b l e  t h e a t r i c a l

p r o d u c t i o n s .

To n i g h t  m a r k s  t h e  f i n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  S o u t h w e l l  O p e r a ,  a n d  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
e x t e n d  m y  d e e p e s t  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  c a s t ,  c r e w,  s t a f f ,  a n d  t h e  m a n y

p a r e n t s  w h o  h a v e  d e d i c a t e d  h o u r s  t o  m a k i n g  t h i s  s h o w  a  s t u n n i n g  s u c c e s s .    Wo r k i n g
t o g e t h e r  o n  a  p r o j e c t  o f  t h i s  s c a l e  h a s  p u s h e d  m a n y  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  b e y o n d  t h e i r

c o m f o r t  z o n e s .  I t  i s  i n  t h e s e  m o m e n t s  o f  e m b r a c i n g  d i s c o m f o r t  t h a t  t r u e  g r o w t h
h a p p e n s ,  a n d  t h e  p r i d e  t h e y  w i l l  f e e l  i n  a c h i e v i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  n e v e r  t h o u g h t

p o s s i b l e  i s  a  f e e l i n g  t h e y  w i l l  c a r r y  w i t h  t h e m  f o r  a  l i f e t i m e .

I  a l s o  w a n t  t o  g i v e  a  s p e c i a l  m e n t i o n  t o  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  F o y e r  T h e a t r e  G r o u p .  T h i s
t a l e n t e d  g r o u p  o f  p e r f o r m e r s  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s e t t i n g  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  e a c h

o p e r a  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  g r e e t i n g  a u d i e n c e s  w i t h  t h e i r  e n e r g y  a n d  c h e e k y  w i t .  P e r f o r m i n g
i n  s u c h  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e  r e q u i r e s  a  s p e c i a l  k i n d  o f  b r a v e r y,  a n d  i t  h a s

b e e n  a  d e l i g h t  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  c o m e  o u t  o f  t h e i r  s h e l l s  a n d  s h i n e .

A s  w e  b i d  f a r e w e l l  t o  Te r m  3 ,  w e  w e l c o m e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  s p r i n g .  I  h o p e  t h e s e  h o l i d a y s
b r i n g  y o u  a n d  y o u r  f a m i l i e s  a  c h a n c e  t o  r e s t ,  s o a k  u p  t h e  s u n s h i n e ,  a n d  e n j o y  s o m e

q u a l i t y  t i m e  t o g e t h e r.    T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a n  a m a z i n g  t e r m !

I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B a c c a l a u r e a t e  ( I B ) ,  P r i m a r y  Ye a r s  P r o g r a m m e  ( P Y P )
K e e p  a n  e y e  o u t  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  a n d  i n
t h e  c o m i n g  m o n t h s .  P l e a s e  a l s o  m a r k  t h e  d a t e s  f o r  t h e  I B  p a r e n t  w o r k s h o p s  i n  y o u r

c a l e n d a r  f o r  Te r m  4 .



G i r l s
F o o t b a l l :

N i e v e
D r i s c o l l ,
E m e r s o n
K a y,  L u l u

M i l l a r

S P O RT S  C O LO U R S

R O S E  F A B E R

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

2 0 2 5  A l t r u s a   
Yo u n g  C i t i ze n  o f  t h e  Ye a r

T h i s  a w a r d  i s  f o r
o n e  s e l e c t e d  Ye a r  8

s t u d e n t  w h o  h a s
s h o w n :  C o u r t e s y,

A t t i t u d e  &  I n i t i a t i v e ,
S p o r t s m a n s h i p ,

C o m m u n i t y  Wo r k  i n
a n d  o u t  o f  s c h o o l ,

S c h o l a s t i c
I m p r o v e m e n t

( a t t i t u d e  &
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o
s c h o o l w o r k .

T h i s  y e a r ’s  a w a r d
c e r e m o n y  w i l l  t a k e
p l a c e  o n  O c t o b e r

2 9  a t  t h e  H a m i l t o n
G a r d e n s ,  w h e r e

c e r t i f i c a t e s  w i l l  b e
p r e s e n t e d .

t h

R u g b y :
J a m e s

S c h u s t e r,
O s c a r

R o w e ,  J a c k
F a r r a r,  Z a c

M u r p h y

 B o y s
F o o t b a l l :

R o c c o
W i l l i a m s ,

F i n l e y
H o o p e r -

S m i t h ,  A k a i n
K u r u p p u g e

H o c k e y :
F e r g u s

H a m m o n d s ,
O l i v i a  C u r r i e ,
M a x  Z h a n g ,
Ve r a  C r o m e



G y m n a s t i c s :
N a t h a n

G u n d e r s e n ,
E w e n

M a i s o n e u v e

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

N e t b a l l :
S t e v i e - L e e

L o w e n ,
M a i a

F i l i p o ,
S h a y l e e

B e u z e v a l

C r o s s  C o u n t r y :
C h a r l o t t e  B e l l ,

A l e x i a  S a n d e r s -
E d w a r d s ,  R o s e
G o a t c h e r,  M i a h

D o n a l d ,  J a c k
F a r r a r  

Y 5  a n d  6  A C H I E V E M E N T  B A D G E S

H u g h  B i n d o n ,  S e b a s t i a n
D e ’ A t h ,  E l i s e  H u a n g ,

D e v a n  P r a k a s h ,  To r i k a
S e a ,  S a r a h  M a ,  E m i l y
C o o p e r,  G r a c e  L i a n g ,

F e l i x  Ta n g ,  E s m e
G o a t c h e r,  N i k i t a  L i l l a s



S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Y 8  A C H I E V E M E N T  T I E S

S t e v i e - L e e  L o w e n ,  J a y d e n  L i u ,  B e l l a  Ye ,  H o l l y  Yu a n ,  E v a n g e l i n e
R u s h b r o o k e ,  G r a c i e  D r u m m o n d ,  Ti l l y  L a n g s f o r d ,  S t e v e n  Yu a n ,  M a c  D i n g l e ,

N i e v e  D r i s c o l l ,  L a c h l a n  S t e n t ,  H e n r y  O p i e ,  C h a r l e s  S h o r t - Tu p a e a ,  J o e y
Wa n g ,  A n d r e w  To b i n ,  C h e n g  X u n ,  F e r g u s  H a m m o n d ,  L u l u  M i l l a r,  V i c t o r i a

S o u t h w o r t h ,  T h o m a s  Te a t ,  C o o p e r  Ya n g ,  E t h a n  Ya n g ,  S c a r l e t t  D a v i s o n ,  H o l l y
H o d g s o n ,  K a r y s  J o n e s ,  L o l a  Wa t s o n ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  D e ’ A t h ,  A n t o n e o  N o o y e n ,
J a c o b  L i ,  E d e n  M c C a f f r e y,  G a v i n  Ta n g ,  G e m m a  F r a n k ,  N a t h a n  G u n d e r s e n ,

R o c c o  W i l l i a m s ,  J a s p e r  G o w e r,  D a r c y  To y e



S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  A W A R D S ,  B A D G E S ,
C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Y 8  A C H I E V E M E N T  B A R S

J e s s i c a  L i ,  K a t i e  F e r r a r ,  L u c a s  L i ,  A r i a  L o w ,  R o s e  F a b e r ,
 Z a v i e r  L e i t h ,  M i s c h a  S h e n ,  A l e x  L e e ,  O s c a r  Z h u ,  M i a h  D o n a l d ,  G r a c e  K i m



U P L O A D  

THE MUS ICAL -  CAST

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  
O P E R A  S N A P H O T S



U P L O A D  

 THE MUS ICAL -  CAST

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  
O P E R A  S N A P H O T S



U P L O A D  
S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  

O P E R A  S N A P H O T S

FOYER THEATRE  GROUP 



U P L O A D  

BACKSTAGE CREW

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S -  
O P E R A  S N A P H O T S



International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Primary Years Programme (PYP)

UPDATE 2

Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Thank you for the wonderful feedback we have received since our last newsletter. We appreciate your

curiosity and engagement as we take this exciting step. This week, we will explore what the PYP will look like
in the classroom and how it will impact core subjects like reading, writing, and maths.

Did you miss UPDATE 1?  Click HERE to read - UNDERSTANDING THE “WHAT” AND THE  “WHY”

SOUTHWELL SCHOOL

C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S  I N  O U R  C H I L D R E N ' S  L E A R N I N G  

An Established and Rigorous Framework

The IB is a globally established and highly respected
organisation that has been developing its programmes

for decades. The PYP provides a rigorous framework
for curriculum planning and assessment, ensuring that

our teaching is deliberate, well-structured, and
purposeful. The focus on inquiry and critical thinking is
not a replacement for content knowledge; rather, it is a

proven way to deepen understanding and ensure
students can apply what they learn. 

PYP: Preparing for the Real World

When we think about the future our children will inherit, we
know it will be a world defined by change. The PYP is not just

about what children learn, but how they learn. The programme
coaches students to be adaptable and to use their skills flexibly
across all subject disciplines. This approach is far more in line
with the adult world they will enter, where we're rarely called

upon to use just one skill. The PYP provides a scaffold for
children to take greater self-responsibility and to drive their

own learning in a way that will serve them long after they leave
our school.

What will be different and what will remain the same?

Our commitment to high-quality, explicit instruction remains
unwavering. Our structured approach to literacy and

mathematics will continue, and foundational skills in reading,
writing, and maths will be taught with the same dedication and

expertise you have come to expect.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fV9AVtPK7IwM2c8vxEtcrFmgHb8ut6-v?usp=sharing


What’s coming up?
Over the next few newsletters, we will be sharing

more detailed information:

Newsletter Update 3 (Term 4, Week 2): How
the PYP will be tailored to different age groups

across our school, from our youngest learners to
our Year 7 & 8 students.

Newsletter Update 4 (Term 4, Week 4): 
A final overview of the programme, including how it
prepares students for secondary school and how it

fits into the broader IB continuum.

Further information on how to register your interest
to attend these workshops will be shared in

upcoming newsletters. 

We look forward to seeing you there.

International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Primary Years Programme (PYP)

Upcoming Parent Information Workshops

A friendly reminder, we will be hosting a series of
parent information evenings in Term 4. These sessions
will be an opportunity to ask questions and learn more
about the programme's implementation. We will also
hold ongoing information sessions in 2026 for new

families and provide regular updates as the
programme develops over the next few years.

Years 5 & 6 Workshop: 
Week 3, Tuesday, Oct 21st, 8.30 am - 9.10 am

Years 7 & 8 Workshop: 
Week 4, Wednesday, October 29th, 8.30 am - 9.10 am

Years 0-4 Workshop: 
Week 5, Tuesday, November 4th, 8.30 am - 9.10 am

The PYP provides a framework to help us connect our
literacy and mathematics skills to the wider world. You

will see more of our Specialist Teachers (in Science,
Physical Education, Technology, Art, Drama, and

Music) working collaboratively with our Homeroom
Teachers. This means that a unit of inquiry about

‘Sharing the Planet’ might include a science lesson on
ecosystems, an art project using sustainable materials,

and a music lesson on creating a soundscape of a
forest. The links between subjects will be stronger and

more visible to your children.
You will also notice learning will continue to be

organised around Big Ideas that cross the subject
disciplines. For example, ‘Who We Are’ or ‘How the

World Works.’ This is where the core of the PYP lies.
We expect to hear children asking more questions

and talking about the concepts they are exploring in
every class.



S O U T H W E L L  N E W S  

https://alumni.southwell.school.nz/ocd.aspx?action=showEvent&eid=E30&O=4366


U P L O A D  S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

H o w  I t  Wo r k s
B y  s i m p l y  s c a n n i n g  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  eve r y  t i m e  yo u  s h o p  a t  Ro t o t u n a  N e w  Wo r l d ,  yo u

c a n  h e l p  c o n t r i bu t e  t o  o u r  s c h o o l .  I t ’ s  a  s i m p l e,  ye t  p o we r f u l ,  way  t o  m a ke  a
d i f f e r e n c e.  T h e  m o r e  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  s i g n  u p  a n d  s c a n  t h e i r  c a r d s ,  t h e  m o r e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  we  c a n  p r ov i d e  fo r  o u r  l e a r n e r s .

H o w  t o  G e t  I nvo l ve d
G e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  i s  e a s y :

A l l  yo u  n e e d  t o  d o  i s  s h a r e  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  w i t h  ‘ S o u t h we l l  S c h o o l ’  v i a  t h i s   f o r m .

S h o p  a t  N e w  Wo r l d  Ro t o t u n a  a n d  s c a n  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  w i t h  eve r y  p u r c h a s e.
Ro t o t u n a  N ew  Wo r l d  w i l l  d o n a t e  1 %  o f  a l l  s a l e s  f r o m  r e g i s t e r e d  C l u b c a r d s  d i r e c t l y  t o

o u r  s c h o o l .  P l e a s e  s h a r e  t h i s  fo r m  w i t h  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s .

I f  yo u  d o  n o t  h ave  a  C l u b c a r d ,  s i m p l y  r e g i s t e r  h e r e  t o  j o i n .  T h e n  c o m p l e t e  t h i s  fo r m
w h e n  yo u  h ave  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  n u m b e r.

Yo u  c a n  r e s t  a s s u r e d  t h a t  yo u r  p e r s o n a l  C l u b c a r d  r e wa r d s ,  l i ke  A i r p o i n t s ,  wo n ' t  b e
a f fe c t e d .  T h i s  i s  a  s e p a ra t e  p r o g ra m m e  f u n d e d  d i r e c t l y  by  Ro t o t u n a  N e w  Wo r l d .

Q u e s t i o n s  &  A n swe rs
C a n  ex t e n d e d  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  p a r t i c i p a t e ?

Ye s,  we  e n c o u ra ge  a nyo n e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  S o u t h we l l  S c h o o l  -  g ra n d p a r e n t s ,  a u n t s ,
u n c l e s ,  a n d  f a m i l y  f r i e n d s - t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  C l u b c a r d  w i t h  S o u t h we l l  S c h o o l  v i a  t h i s

fo r m  a n d  h e l p  s u p p o r t  o u r  s c h o o l .

W i l l  t h i s  i m p a c t  m y  p e rs o n a l  C l u b c a rd  re wa rd s ?
N o t  a t  a l l .  T h i s  p r o g ra m m e  i s  s e p a ra t e  f r o m  yo u r  p e r s o n a l  r e wa r d s.  T h e  f u n d i n g
c o m e s  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  Ro t o t u n a  N e w  Wo r l d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s a l e s  f r o m  a l l  r e g i s t e r e d

C l u b c a r d s.  Yo u ' l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o l l e c t  yo u r  u s u a l  C l u b c a r d  a n d  A i r p o i n t s  r e wa r d s  a s
n o r m a l .

Re a d y  t o  H e l p ?
Re g i s t e r  yo u r  C l u b c a r d  w i t h  S o u t h we l l  S c h o o l  t o d ay  a n d  h e l p  u s  e n h a n c e  o u r

s t u d e n t s '  l e a r n i n g  ex p e r i e n c e.

CLUBCARD FOR SCHOOLS
SUPPORTING  OUR

COMMUNTIY

THANKS  FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT!

https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://www.clubcard.co.nz/newworld/en/register?xd_co_f=N2ZjOTcxMDYtNDM5NC00YjJmLWIxNTEtNzhkYjkwNTYyY2Vi
https://www.clubcard.co.nz/newworld/en/register?xd_co_f=N2ZjOTcxMDYtNDM5NC00YjJmLWIxNTEtNzhkYjkwNTYyY2Vi
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA
https://forms.gle/utd3gXPGxkV8FTYYA


U P L O A D  

UNIFORM
SHOP

S C H O O L  H O L I DAY  H O U R S

M O N DAY  2 9 T H  S E P T  -  F R I DAY
3 R D  O C T

9  A M  -  4  P M  DA I LY

Te r m  4  i s  c h a n ge ove r  t o  s u m m e r
u n i fo r m .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  r e t u r n  t o

s c h o o l  i n  f u l l  s u m m e r  u n i fo r m ;  s h o r t
s l e eve  g rey  s h i r t s ,  g i r l s  c u l o t t e s  &

b o y s  s u m m e r  s h o r t s ,  s a n d a l s ,  s u n h a t ,
t o g s

I f  yo u  a r e  s e n d i n g  yo u r  c h i l d  t o  t h e
U n i fo r m  S h o p  t o  u p d a t e  t h e i r  u n i fo r m ,
p l e a s e  e n s u r e  yo u  p r ov i d e  t h e m  w i t h  a

n o t e,  f i l l  o u t  o u r  e Fo r m ,  o r  e m a i l
u n i fo r m @ s o u t h we l l . s c h o o l . n z  t o  g ive

yo u r  p e r m i s s i o n .

2 0 2 5  I t i n e r a n t  C o n c e r t s

I s  y o u r  c h i l d  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
I t i n e r a n t  M u s i c  a n d /  o r

S p e e c h  &  D r a m a
p r o g r a m m e ?

P l e a s e  c l i c k  HERE  fo r
i m p o r t a n t  i n fo r m a t i o n

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Te r m  4  M u s i c /
S p e e c h  &  D r a m a  I t i n e r a n t

C o n c e r t s    

S O U T H W E L L  N E W S

mailto:uniform@southwell.school.nz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F_8JWRFo3ddwF89vI8XodLkrIv9y_zEsLPRuhI82hTQ/edit?usp=sharing

