
Term 4, 2026 
Years 3 and 4 Learning Overview  

    
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
  
Welcome back to Term 4! We hope you have all had a break and enjoyed some sunshine 
and time with your families. We are looking forward to another busy term full of exciting 
learning opportunities. 
 
In Term 4 for our inquiry topic of “Sharing the Planet”, we are delving into the structures 
people build to suit their environment 
 
In Week 4 we have Founders Day at Southwell. The children will be involved in fun activities 
relating to Southwell, as well as whole school events. We also have school-wide athletics 
coming up in a few weeks time. More information about these events will be sent out closer 
to the time. 
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Learning in Year 3&4 
 
Reading 
In Reading, we continue introducing specific, structured, authentic texts that often relate to 
our Inquiry topic. The focus continues to be on expanding vocabulary, reading accurately, 
with expression, and deepening comprehension. Children are steadily working towards their 
individual goals. Our tamariki are reading this text at school and will bring it home at the end 
of each week. 
 
To support their progress, it is essential that your child continues reading independently for 
pleasure every day, selecting books of their own choice. Encouraging independent reading 
helps develop a love for reading and builds confidence. Children also enjoy being read to, as 
it allows you to model fluency and expression. You can further enhance their understanding 
by discussing the text and highlighting new vocabulary. 
 
Spelling 
In Spelling, we will continue teaching explicit spelling rules, morphology and sentence 
structure through Structured Literacy, focusing on ensuring this is transferred into writing. 
  
Writing 
In Writing, we will continue to work on individual goals and encourage children to have a 
personal voice in their writing by giving them more choice in their topics. Students are much 
more familiar with the Writing Process now and are able to write independently. We will 
continue to write personal recounts on a weekly basis, introduce language features through 
a poetry unit, and write related to their personal inquiries.  
 
Year 3 Performing Arts and Year 4 Music - Mrs McIntyre 
Students will continue working on establishing a tuneful singing voice by singing a range of 
folk songs individually and with others. The students will become more confident in singing 
the pitches so, mi, la, do and re (fa for Year 4) and using the solfa hand signs. Students will 
continue to notate ta, ti-ti, Za, tika-tika and too (crotchets, quavers, semiquavers, minims and 
rests) rhythms in songs. Students will be learning to play these songs on tuned percussion 
instruments and begin to notate them on the stave. 
 
Dance - Mrs Ginny Taylor 
In the last 4 weeks of this term, the Year 4 students have been exposed to the dance 
curriculum, exploring how their body movements can tell a story or give an emotion or 
feeling. They have been discovering different ways they can move their body using different 
levels, as well as learning how to put together small choreographed pieces. These pieces 
have focused on matching body movements to the beat, counting in 8s, and using canon 
and unison to add interest to their dance pieces. The Year 4s have brought so much energy, 
excitement and awesome moves this term; I look forward to exploring the dance curriculum 
further with them next term.  
 
Science – Miss McMaster  
What makes chocolate melt in your hand, steam rise from a hot bath, or ice cream turn to 
liquid on a sunny Kiwi afternoon? Over the next term in Science, our Year 4 students are 
stepping into the shoes of materials scientists to crack the mysteries of heat energy and the 
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three main states of matter: solids, liquids, and gases. Through hands-on experiments, 
predictions, and real-world investigations, students will explore how thermal energy is 
transferred through different materials and how heating and cooling transform everyday 
objects. Don't be surprised if your young scientist is curious about the everyday physics right 
inside our own homes, and starts discussing the state of matter of their dinner, asks why 
windows fog up on cold mornings, or explains how hot air balloons manage to float! Please 
remember that covered shoes are required for all Science lessons, so we would appreciate it 
if you could remind your child to have their sports shoes at school on the days that they have 
Science. 
 
Digital Technology - Glen McKay 
Year 3: Interactive Story Tellers 
In this unit, Year 3 students become digital authors by planning, coding, and sharing their 
own multi-page interactive stories using ScratchJr. After drafting their ideas on storyboards, 
students program sprite movements, adjust speech timing, and debug their block code to 
create engaging digital narratives for an audience. 
Year 4: Mission Commanders: Coding Edisons 
Year 4 students step into the role of digital mission commanders as they bring Edison robots 
to life using EdScratch block programming. By investigating how light and obstacle sensors 
collect environmental data, students decompose complex navigation tasks into precise 
algorithms and systematically debug their code during simulated rescue challenges. 
 
Physical Education – Mr Botha and Miss Lovell 
Athletics (Weeks 1-6) - The goal of this unit is for students to explore a variety of track and 
field events while learning to listen to and use ideas from others to improve their own 
performance. 
 
Storytime - Net&Wall/ Striking&Fielding (Weeks 1-6) 
Students apply fundamental skills developed throughout the 
year to Net/Wall games and striking and fielding games 
inspired by familiar storybook characters and themes, 
directly linking physical movement with literacy. 
 
 
Pool Play (Weeks 6 - 9) - In this unit, students will build 
both water confidence and water safety skills by taking on 
various activities and challenges beyond the fundamentals 
of swimming strokes. This will encourage them to push 
themselves outside of their comfort zone. 
 
Just let me play! (Weeks 6 - 9) - This unit is a chance for 
students to simply enjoy playing games, from old favorites to 
new challenges. They'll also develop sportsmanship, 
learning to appreciate the experience of both winning and 
losing while finding joy in their participation. 
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Library – Mrs Huggins 
In the Library we will be continuing to promote engaging literature, 
encourage critical thinking and reinforce inquiry skills. Children will 
also be encouraged to spend quality time with their book of choice. 
Teachers can choose to request reinforcement of specific skills if it 
suits their classroom programme. Summer Reading will be offered 
closer to the end of Term 4, which students can sign up to, with 
parent permission. 
 
Te Reo - Whaea Whetu This term, students will continue to develop 
their vocabulary of everyday kupu related to athletics, swimming, 
local place names and the pronunciation, as well as learn Christmas 
waiata. 
 
Christian Education – Chaplain / Rev Pickering 
Year 4 - In this fun and creative Year 4 Christian Education unit, students 
explore the story of Advent and Christmas through eight everyday objects, 
each revealing an important message from the Bible. From a calendar 
representing hope to a manger symbolising the birth of Jesus, students 
discover themes of joy, trust, love, kindness, peace and generosity. 
Through storytelling, colouring, reflection and imaginative activities, 
students will uncover the deeper meaning of Christmas and consider how 
its messages can inspire their own lives.​
 
Year 3 - Christian Education  -  This term students will be exploring the Jesse Tree, tracing 
God’s big story from Creation to the birth of Jesus. Together we’ll look at the places where 
people lived and sheltered, from a garden and desert tents to a stone sheepfold, a wharenui 
and a house in Nazareth. Along the way we’ll ask where God chose to be, and discover how 
God makes a home with us. 
 
 
Calendar and Week Ahead 
Click HERE for the Term 4 School Calendar. Please note - this is updated regularly so 
please check it often. Please also read the Week Ahead that is emailed to parents every 
Friday to keep informed of what is happening at Southwell. 
 
We are looking forward to our last term with your children. It is hard to believe the end of the 
year is almost upon us. Please don't hesitate to contact your child's teacher if needed. If you 
have a concern, please ensure the first port of call is the classroom teacher, we are more 
than happy to help. 
 
A gentle reminder that teachers are available in classes from 8am. We have noticed some 
children arriving at school very early.  The Library is always open prior to 8am for children 
needing a warm space to wait. 
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https://portal.southwell.school.nz/Spider/Pages/Calendar/GuestCalendar.aspx?GL=5Jg49yoHoB4YdpfkTglINg%3d%3d
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Mvc10WwvJiHpwPAl1lw8zFpzUyIVFd-H


Many thanks for your continued support.  
 
   
Kirsty McDonald 
Barb Nicholson 
Jess Field 
Izzy Douglas​
 
Year 3 & 4 Teachers 
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